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The Athenian Mercury: 


Qaturday, Sanuary 2}. 1691. 
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Szviour was born, or wherber is it pol- 

fible, fince the Learned feem to di{aeree 
about the monsh, to find the exatl Anniverfary day of bis Na- 
tivity ? 

Anfw. We thall here, to obviate another Queftion 
fent by the fame hand, confider the various Changes 
thar the Year has undergone: And firft we find that Ro- 
mukns began itin the Monch of March, making only ten 
Mouths tothe Year, which contain’d in all 304 days. 
Numa retorm’d this Calendar, and made the Year con- 
tain 12 months 354 days; but as fom believe, being a 
little Superftitious asto the found of Numbers,he added 
one more, which made 355. Bur this C2lendar fuffer’d 
its predeceffors. fate, and was again alter'd by Fulius 
Catir, who fent for one Sifegenes the fam‘d Aftrono- 
mer of Alexandria, who fram’d a tew Calendar upon che 
Suns motion, which finifhes its Circuit in 365 days, 
and fix hours, which were divided into twelve unequal 
Mortis, as at this day, and thefe months were again 
tubdivided into Calends, Nones and Ide’s, fo trequent- 
ly made menrion of in the dates of the Roman Writings, 
this is that which is called the Falian Account. 

After ‘this the Conicil of Nice, upon fome unhappy 
Difputes amongft the Primitive Chriftians about the 
| Obtervation of Eaffer, Chriflmas, 8c. regulated the ac- 
count of Fulius Cafar, which was about rr minutes 
longer than the Solar Year, and above the Golden Num- 
ber, whofe full revolution bringing not the Moon back 
to the fame point, difagrees with the Calendar. In Fulius 
Cafars time, the vernal AEquinoxe commenc’d 234. of 
of March. But Pope Gregory, ( from whence comes the 
Gregorian Account ) by his Bull publifhed is$r. or- 
dain’d, That in the following Year the fourth day of 
Offober, fhou’d be chang’d into the 15th. which is the 
reafon of the difference betwixt our Accounts here in 
England, and cheirs beyond Sea, which is held ro days 
betore ours by all Forreiga Catholicks ( not.che Greeks 
and Reformed Churches.) becaufe ifh'd. by the 
Pope. 

Bur to prevent any more ons that may be 
ask’d upon this Subject, we fhall thow how Leup-year 
(not nnderftood by every body) comes about ; accoxd- 
ing to the Nabonafjor and Fulian Account, the Year 
confifting of 365 days, fix hours and more, the odd fix 
hours were never reckoned for 3 years together, but 
the fourth Year only, becaufe 4 times 6 hours makes 24 
hours, or one natural Day, which chey all placed Fe. 
bruary the 29. at the four years end, February having but 
28 daysithe ocher 3 yeats,that the 6 hours are nor reckon'd 

And now for the précife time of our Saviours Birth, 
tho’ fome have affign’d the 2cth.,of April, others 16th of 
May, fome the 17+b. of April, yet we have reafon enough 
to believe it the 25th.of December,th6 perhaps knowing the 
exact time is not_abfolu Pape our happinefs. 
Clemens Alexandr inus. | Mebrif to thedeath 
of Commodus exaétly 194 years t month, and 13 days. Tevov- 
zai ty ap's 6 Kye, &c. Strom. lib. p. 249. accord- 
ing to the Nabinaffor Account, which left ont the'é odd 
hours, for the Egyptians. their Account the 
Month Thoth. Now thefirit day of qur fare, accor- 
ding to their will be feven hundred a Soa 
ahe firit of September, and 700 afcer that ic WM be 
upon the firft of March again: So that we muft deduce 
one Month and 18 days for thofe odd 


Queft. 1. . T what time of the Tear was it that our 


194 years, wanting five: or 
thae Chrift was born the five 
of December. There are fome other 


the fame hand, which-we~have not-room -for~at't ts 


et 
* 


time. » 


ee Oe 


Queft. 2, Whar did Solomon mean by bis not knowing 
the way of 4 young man with a Maid, Prov. 30. v. 19. 
when tis certain he bad a thouland Wives amd Concubines, 
and’swas bard, See. , 

Arfw. Perhaps he meant the Effe&s of that unrul; 
Paffion were unaccountable, for fo his Failéngs evinc’d, 
tho fo Wife a Man. 

Queft. 3. There was 4 poor Man a Carpenter, who in the 
exercife of his Trade cut off two of bis Fingers, carries thent 
in his other hand to the Lady for whom be wis then at worl, 
who affixt them to their prover places an ben after cut off, 
mate fome aprlications, with whtch rhey were healed, and are 
pa as ufeful 10 him as any of bis Fingers: Pray your reafans 
or 7 

An{co. There,@c.'Tis abfolutely impofible according to 
Nature, we kniow not but the Lady of Lorrerto might 
be the Doétrefs, if fo, Ecce Miraculum. 

f hs 4. Whether bowirg at the Name of Fefus be fin- 
“is 

Anfw. When the Commands of the Magiftrate bind 
us not to any precife Form or Mode of Worfhip as te 
kneeling, ftanding, 7c. (neither good nor bad ih themi- 
felves) forbidding the omiffion ot any fuch Modes, or 
the addition ofany other, as in the A@ of Uniformity 
Car. 2. par. then it is finful becaufe nor enjoyn'd 
by the AG, but indefinitely forbidden ; but where (as 
is the prefent Cate) thes Magiftrate has difpenc’d with 
thefe feverer Obligations, the Cate is quite alter’d, and 
all indifferent thingsare again reduc’d to their firft indiffe- 
rency, and therefore whoever looks upon bowing at 
the Name of Fefus as abfolutely neceflary, is ignorant- 
pe and comes under the Cenfire of the 
A ' vit. Will-worfbip: Soon the other hand he is 
equally gui ZS Superflition and Will-worfhip, chat 
looks upon bowing at the Name of Jeli as fin- 
ful, fince it is no where forbidden, and tince the Ex- 
ternal Forms of Worthip are wholly left co the pru- 
dence of Perions, and Cuftoms of places, which our 
Saviour himfelf comply’d with in the mapner of eat- 
ing the Pafleover, which in its firft Inftirution was ve- 
ry different from his and the Fexrs latter pradtices: So 

in fhort this muft be the Teft of Superftition. —< 
Whatever indifferent thing in Divine ph’ is either o- 
mitted as effencially wicked iit felf, or done as abjolutely 

» ‘tis wickedne(s and SuperSlition. This is grant- 

ed by ‘all chat diftipghith betwixt Names and T ings, 
and whoever denies it, atraigns and cenfures the practice 
of his own and all ‘ocher ‘Churches ; for readiug or 
praying, whilft fireing, kneeling, lying or ftanding, in 
: ny py eet pret s ae — jurti ee 
rom t iberty that God Almighty has Jeft cto his 
Church, androm the Neture of indifferent Adtion 
andthe fame Argamenit-that is for or againft any 
em, «is equally concluding for or againft ’em all, 


sh : 9. Wheshir bowing towards the Altar is wi 
nefs i wen a i attice ? ‘et 
Anfw. No, unlefs he that bows thinks’ he fins if he 


an Object there as reprelents 


"highel"Mphone : of 
cafe ( d caufe) 
the Author, 

Auber of 


Dy; nies LS tet Wenn go Se abies 


acknowledgments, which may be as propet ly paid there 


whilft the thoughts are warm, as in-the Seat, or any planazions of chat part 


and give feveral (1think) unanfwerable Argumerts and to 
of the Seripture that relates io thix fiery. 


other place. We mean so more @ isby bowing i maintenance of your Opinion: But Vol. 3. N.28+Que2, 
cowards. the Alear ; and if weak Con believe,..you fay.and L Arguments to juppers that Oviion, 
otherwife, chey ought to inform betcer, bee Thar believe Jeptha did attually Sacrifice bic 


tore chey are either jcandalig’d, or. we senfur'd ; fo that 
co fome it may be Sin, toothers not, the difference ari- 
fes f.0:n want of Judgment and Information. 

To the fecond part of the Query, wearifwer, The 
Original of this Cuftom we find in the-early times of 
the Primitive Church, in the days of Fujtin Marijr, A- 
lexandrinus,8cc. which they alfo mention as a Cuftom ve- 
ry antiquate,and practis’d amongft the Ancient Heathens. 
Alexandrinus’s words are thele, Stromat. lb. 7. p. $20. 
Let prayers be made towards the Eajt, becaule the Eaft ts the 
reprefentation of our Spiritual Nutivity, as from thence light 
firjt arofe fhining out of darkne|s.: So according to that ri- 
fing of sbe.Sun the day of true knowledge aroje on thojle who 
lay buried in Ignorance, 8c. the reaion of this, turning 
towards the Eait, we fiuad to be from this chat in the 
Old Teftament, the Title of Eaft is given co our Savi- 
our, the word isWO¥, which fignifies an arifing, or 
Sprouting out, inthe Greek ‘tis rendred #venad, which 
fignifies the fame, and this by a Metonymy 1s appro- 
priated to the Eaft. There are several other réalons 
which the Ancients give, but we fhall pats em over, 
fince this is the greaceft. 

Queft: 6. A cersa.n perfin bas murder’d anorher, a third 
is taken up upon Sulpition, is try'd and condemn'd, and now 
les in Prifon in Ireland, and tho" be bas gos a long Reprieve 
yet he is likely to fuffer: Query, Whether the Murderer onght 
to give himfelf up to the Law, and free the Innocent, or to 
conceal himfelf, and leave the Innocent so fuffer wrongful- 
ly, or be repriev'd from Death by no lejs than 4 Mi- 
ricle ? 

Anfw. "Twill be a fecond Murder to let the Inno- 
cent. fuffer,.and aggravated by chis, That he % Innocent ; 
tho we believe no Man is bound to deliver up himfelf 
to the Law for any paft breach of it, but to avoid 
fuch a future breach of it, he ought to do it, Since 
Death is rather to be chofen than Sin, and no bans-e 
doubt but that it is Sin to be guilty of anothers death : 
But after all, we believe it very poffible to prevent 
the Death of the Innocent, and of the Refuge Criminal 
coo, vit. By giving timely Notice of it to the proper 
Magiftrate of that place, with offers of crue difcovery 
upon Condition of Pardon, or fome fuch like Me- 
thod ; but if after all no Conditions can be got, the 
Innocents Life ought to be redeem’d with chat of che 
Criminals. 

Suet 5. What's the meaning of the little Circle which 
we {ce pitur'd round the Heads of Saints and Martyrs ? 

Anjw. We muft goto the Schoolmen for the Refo- 
lution of this Queftion, fince the Painters can hardly 
tell us — ‘twas their Doétrine, that there are Degrees of 
Glory in Heayen. The Effential Glory which alligood 
men fhall have, they term Aurea; the preeminenceof 
Glory, or fome addition to be made to it, they term 
Aureola, or a.Coromet to be added & the Crown of Glo- 
ry, which they afcribe to three forts of perfons, Do- 
tors or Prophets, Virgins and Martyrs: Now this 
Side reprelents that Coronet, as the Rays the Crown it 

elf. , 
let me know in the next Mercury how of- 
ten 4 man mufl fend you 4 ion before you'll anfwer is, 
or whether you only anfwer tons of your oven propounding, 
as 'tis generally “ay ? 

dob. To. the firft part of che 
muft fend till we have 1eom, or 
and if he keeps count, he may 


ion —— He 
fit to anfwer, 
this way be foon refol- 


Da : This feems to me to contradiét your former Fudy- 
ment on the matter, therefore I defire you to reconcile thefe 2 
accounts with each other ? 

Anfw See what ’tis to write much; it briags little peop}, 
as well asthe great ifite contradictions and Errors; to; 
we mutt acknowledge this more than feems to be a con. 
tradiétion, fince ‘tis really one, and that irreconcileab}e 
tho’ if the ouly fault or miftake in all our Mercurie: 
weare the happieft Writers that ever came in pubjich’ 
fince the ceafing of Injpiration. But we'll not only a. 
knowledge chis flip, but tell the Reader how it happen’g 
He knows there are feveral perfons of our Society, and 
tho’ we geuerally ail reyiew what is made publick, ¢};. 
happend to. be omitted when the 24. Refolution was in. 
fected, tho’ we muft after all confels the Argumene 
brought therein from the lait of Levit. has reduc’d oy, 
Judgment toa kind of an quilibrium in that Queftion. 

uelt. 9. Whether the late Impoftor Mr. Wickam, aii 
Morris, did believe be foou'd dye when he made fuch ay ex. 
travigant Will, and receiv'd the Sacrament? or whether Gog 
Almighty did not in Fuftice take him awsy for jefting with 
Death, althdPoverty or any orher defign might prompt him to 
fuch an unheard of Adventure ? 

Anjw. “Twould 8¢.a bold Anfwer either to determine 
the thoughts of any perfons Hearts (which is only the Pre. 
frm: God Almighty,) or to offer the reafons of God 
Almighty’s Proceedings with his Creatures. All that 
we can fay is, that it is one of the ftrangeft Inftances we 
ever met with, if truth ; thO we hope there’s many cir. 
cumftances concealed from the World which may much 
alter the matter of faét. One fide is unheard, and can’t 
fpeak for himfelf tillche Day of Judgment, and ‘twou'a 
be well ifevery one wou'd either look at their own fail. . 
ings, or let other perfonsalene till then. 


H.S. fan. 191. ¢ 
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OF The Young Students Library is now in the Prefs, 10 whkeb 
will be added a Manulcript Copy relating to the Bible, that bas bin 
the refult of many years Ssmdy, as alfo a New Eflay ees all forts 4 
Learning, Written by the Athenian Society ; which Effay mxc 
larger than was at firft defign'd, n will inbance the rate of the [aid 
Book 10 all fuch who donot lubicribe for it, but for fuch whe do,they 

bave it given i, together with the Manufcripe Copyandthofe 
osher things promis‘d in our Propofals. ——-~— We did d thar 
no perfons —— not Subferibe by the oth. of this fh Ja- 
nuary, fhoxld bave bad any Advantage by our Propafals but atthe 
earnelt requeltof feveral who have not yet quite compleat éd their 
Setts, we have given sill the 20th.ef February next for the pene 

in Subferiptions, but after that time ne perfox mbarever mufben- 
pelt any Benefit byour Propefals. 


F The Propofalsfor the Young Students Library, are 
to be had. at the Raven in an Poulsrey. + 
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 Apbertifements. 


ved ; tgs goed part, —— cme <— 7A ar mm, barser the Reverend, Holy, and Ex- 
100s our own propof the Querift cellent Divine Mr. Richard Baxter, who decea- 

him fon {dy = go ~<¢ oe Dy iridion penn Senet Printed: ine 
ome y a ik .D. ) 

more yet upon the File,where they of ‘em fil Dinter the 3 Pidgeens againft the Royal Exchange ia 

like to hang, if the unate ifts won't follow Cornbill. 1692, 7 i sg ofts Rog 

thofe Methods propos'd in che of our 2d. Vo- re i ri | 

ie EO 3. Tharjep- tions 

tha did A apap lly a dedicare ber cred Poams. si 

40 she Service of by obliging ber . perpetual. Virginity, Angel in ote anna 

~~, 4 , >or Bape a lent vmaenad-entntt 
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at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1697. 


